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Summary of May 10, 2021 Meeting:  
 
1. The ‘Northwestern Ontario Integrated Care Working Group’ met on May 10. The objectives of the meeting 

were to:  
• Discuss ongoing stakeholder feedback  
• Discuss updated Communications and Engagement Plan – specifically, content for 

stakeholder/community-level webinars in May and June, as well as feedback from ongoing Indigenous 
stakeholder engagement 

 
2. Members that were in attendance provided an update on the engagement and communication they have 

completed since the last meeting. All feedback received to date continues to be supportive of the directions 
of the Working Group. Some questions have been raised related to governance. Stakeholders look forward 
to more focused engagement.  
 

3. The Working Group endorsed the details for engagement with community-level stakeholders. Sessions will 
be led by Working Group members and Co-Chairs and will include representation from Ontario Health.  
 
The following (virtual) engagement sessions have been scheduled: 
• Patient Family Advisors – May 19 (6:30 – 7:30 CST; 7:30 – 8:30 PM EST) 
• Red Lake/Dryden/Sioux Lookout stakeholders – May 25 (3:00 – 4:00 CST; 4:00 – 5:00 EST) 
• Kenora stakeholders – May 26 (3:00 – 4:00 CST; 4:00 – 5:00 EST) 
• Thunder Bay/Nipigon stakeholders – May 27 (3:30 – 4:30 CST; 4:30 – 5:30 EST)  
• Marathon/Terrace Bay/Manitouwadge/Geraltdon stakeholders – May 31(3:30 – 4:30 CST; 4:30 – 5:30 

EST) 
• Fort Frances/Emo/Rainy River/Atikokan stakeholders – June 3 (3:00 – 4:00 CST; 4:00 – 5:00 EST) 
• Francophone stakeholders – June 9 (11:00 – 12:00 CST; 12:00 – 1:00 EST) 
• Primary Care stakeholders – TBD 

 
The goals of the sessions are: 
• To share information regarding the work that is underway by the North West Regional Integrated Care 

Working (and broader partners) 
• To provide the opportunity for stakeholders to ask questions, provide feedback and begin a meaningful 

process of co-design 
• To talk about next steps to improve care across our region – including ideas for ongoing engagement 

and communication 
 

4. Engagement with Indigenous stakeholders is ongoing. The following feedback has emerged (in addition to 
that shared at the previous Working Group meeting):  
• Need to address systemic issues first – equity, treatment of Indigenous individuals within the health 

care system, racism, etc. “Racism gets in the way of patient care” 
• If it’s about systemic change, need to ensure there is engagement of non-status Indigenous individuals 

and urban Indigenous; this has been a gap  
• Previous engagement has been sub-optimal – first need to build trust 
• Opportunities noted: 

• Support for homeless population – can health services and housing working together to 
support client needs 

• Traveling health teams – to serve off reserve and homeless populations 
• Expansion of Indigenous Navigators 

• Need to acknowledge existing integrated specialized providers for Indigenous people; these need to 
‘interface’ with other parts of the system, including any OHTs that emerge 
 

5. The Working Group supported the completion of application to have an Ontario Health Team (OHT) Fellow 
support the Northwestern Ontario Integrated Care work and deliverables.  
• The OHT Impact Fellows program places skilled evaluators and researchers directly within OHTs. 

During a year-long embedded fellowship, OHT Impact Fellows will support the implementation and 
evaluation of local priority projects and contribute to rapid learning and improvement.  

• Ontario Health has confirmed that the North West would be uniquely positioned to benefit from this 
opportunity. Applications are due in late May.  



 
6. The Working Group will meet again in June to discuss the findings from the engagement sessions. The 

evolved Working Group will begin their regional support work in September 2021.  
 
Key Messages – May 10, 2021: 

 The ‘Northwestern Ontario Integrated Care Working Group’ (Working Group) met on May 10, 2021 to 
discuss stakeholder feedback and finalize details of the stakeholder engagement sessions.  

 The goals of the sessions are: to share information regarding the work that is underway by the Working 
Group (and broader partners); to provide the opportunity for stakeholders to ask questions, provide 
feedback and begin a meaningful process of co-design; and, to talk about next steps to improve care 
across our region.  

 Engagement sessions (virtual) are scheduled for late May and June with Francophone individuals, 
Patient/Client & Family Advisors, and partners within the proposed OHT/model groups. A session with 
Primary Care stakeholders is being scheduled. Engagement with Indigenous stakeholders is ongoing.  

 The Working Group will meet again in June to discuss the findings from the engagement sessions. The 
evolved Working Group will begin their regional support work in September 2021.   



Summary of April 12, 2021 Meeting:  
 
1. The ‘Northwestern Ontario Integrated Care Working Group’ (renamed at March meeting) met on April 12. 

The objectives of the meeting were to:  

 Discuss stakeholder feedback  

 Discuss updated Communications and Engagement Plan – specifically, website launch and 
stakeholder/community-level engagement sessions 

 Discuss next steps  
 

2. Members that were in attendance provided an update on the engagement and communication they have 
completed since the last meeting. All feedback received to date continues to be supportive of the directions 
of the Working Group. Stakeholders look forward to more focused engagement.  
 

3. The Working Group endorsed the approach and next steps for engagement with community-level 
stakeholders.  
 
Engagement sessions (virtual) will be scheduled with the following stakeholder groups – primary care, 
Francophone individuals, Patient, Family Advisors, and partners within the proposed OHT/model groups.  
 
The goals of the virtual sessions to be held in April/May are: 
• To share information regarding the work that has been completed by the Northwestern Ontario 

Integrated Care Working Group (and broader partners) 
• To provide the opportunity for stakeholders to ask questions, provide feedback and begin a meaningful 

process of co-design 
• To discuss next steps to advance co-design across the region – including ideas for ongoing 

engagement and communication 
 

4. The Communications and Engagement sub-group presented the final website design. The website is now 
live, and will officially be shared with stakeholders in preparation for the engagement sessions.    
 
A final logo was selected to support a collective brand/voice and will be incorporated into the website 
design. 
 

5. Engagement with Indigenous stakeholders is ongoing. Preliminary themes from engagement to date 
include:  
• Openness to continued collaboration to meet the needs of communities 
• Suggest broader and ongoing engagement (i.e. Chiefs in Council meetings) 
• Integrated care needs to go beyond the four walls of any of the hospitals – need to build more 

infrastructure and capacity within the community to ensure access to care as close to home as 
possible 

• Need to ensure accountability to the community 
• Feedback related to care and services:  

• Challenges are not often related to the medical care that is provided; it’s HOW people are 
treated that needs to be addressed 

• Virtual Care needs to be a priority 
• Need to address MHA service access in the North (and across the region) 

 
6. The Working Group will meet again in May to advance engagement work, as well as to do the preparatory 

work to move into the next phase of work; including:  
• Begin transition of evolved Working Group – develop draft Terms of Reference and Scope of Work for 

key activities (i.e. service and network mapping)  
• Determine with the Ministry what a ‘flexible’ application process for the North West can look like 
• Finalize plan for resources 

 
Key Messages – April 12, 2021: 

 The ‘Northwestern Ontario Integrated Care Working Group’ (Working Group) met on April 12, 2021 to 
discuss stakeholder feedback and plan for upcoming stakeholder engagement sessions.  

 Engagement sessions (virtual) will be held in April and May with primary care, Francophone individuals, 
Patient, Family Advisors, and partners within the proposed OHT/model groups. The goals of the sessions 
are: to share information regarding the work that has been completed by the Working Group (and broader 
partners); to provide the opportunity for stakeholders to ask questions, provide feedback and begin a 



meaningful process of co-design; and, to discuss next steps to advance co-design across the region. 
Engagement with Indigenous stakeholders is ongoing.  

 The website is now live, and will officially be shared with stakeholders in preparation for the engagement 
sessions. A logo has been selected to support a collective brand/voice. 

 The Working Group will meet again in May to advance engagement, as well as to do the preparatory work 
to move into the next phase. 

  



Summary of March 15, 2021 Meeting:  
 

1. The ‘North West Regional Integrated Care Working Group’ (Working Group) met on March 15. The objectives of the 
meeting were to:  

 Discuss stakeholder feedback on preliminary recommendations 

 Review sub-group final recommendations; provide feedback and consider approval 

 Discuss next steps – including continued communications and engagement  
 

2. Members that were in attendance provided an update on the engagement and communication they have 
completed since the last meeting. Many important questions have been raised and will be logged and 
addressed as the work proceeds. All feedback received to date continues to be supportive of the directions 
of the Working Group. Due to the current pandemic situation, the Working Group acknowledged that 
feedback has been limited and, as such, confirmed that more time is needed to engage in a meaningful 
way.  
 

3. The Working Group supported the Sub-group recommendations related to proposed resource 
requirements and next steps, including:  

 Continued engagement  

 Address outstanding engagement activities (i.e. webinars and more focused engagements with key 
stakeholder groups – including Indigenous stakeholders) 

 Begin transition of evolved Working Group – develop draft Terms of Reference and Scope of Work for 
key activities (i.e. service and network mapping)  

 Determine with the Ministry what a ‘flexible’ application process for the North West can look like 

 Finalize plan for resources 
 

4. At the request of the Working Group, the Communications and Engagement sub-group has proceeded to 
secure a vendor to develop a website for this work. Shout Media has been awarded the contract and will 
have a website launched by early April 2021, to support engagement and communication activities. 
Funding for the website is being provided through the Small Hospital Transformation Fund.   
 
A plan for Indigenous engagement has been developed in consultation with the Working Group and 
Indigenous Engagement advisors from both TBRHSC and SJCG. Engagement has started and will 
continue through March/April, and beyond.   
 
Draft logos were developed for the Working Group to consider to support a collective brand/voice. Based 
on feedback, additional logo options will be developed that are reflective of a cross-sectoral, whole system 
approach. The name “North West Ontario Integrated Care Working Group” will be used going forward.  
 

5. The Working Group will meet again in April and possibly May to advance engagement work, as well as to 
do the preparatory work to move into the next phase of work.  

 
Key Messages – March 15, 2021: 

 The ‘North West Regional Integrated Care Working Group’ (Working Group) met on March 15, 2021 to 
discuss stakeholder feedback and finalize recommendations and next steps. 

 Recommendations from the three Sub-groups were supported, including next steps for engagement and 
securing resources to support the work.  

 Due to the current pandemic situation in the region, more time will be spent on engagement through April 
and May, to allow for meaningful discussion and feedback. Engagement with Indigenous stakeholders will 
continue. Additional engagement activities will be scheduled – including primary care, Francophone 
individuals, Patient, Family Advisors, etc. Webinars will also be scheduled with partners within the 
proposed OHT groups to discuss next steps.  

 The Working Group will meet again in April and possibly May to advance engagement work, as well as to 
do the preparatory work to move into the next phase of work. The Working Group, and associated 
activities/web presence, will now be known as the Northwestern Ontario Integrated Care Working Group.  
  



Summary of February 8, 2021 Meeting:  
 

The ‘North West Regional Integrated Care Working Group’ (Working Group) met on February 8. The 
objectives of the meeting were to:  

 Discuss stakeholder feedback  

 Review draft work to date and recommendations from each of the three sub-groups; to provide 
feedback and directions 

 Confirm next steps regarding the communication and engagement plan – including targeted 
Indigenous engagement and website development 

 
1. Members that were in attendance provided an update on the engagement and communication they have 

completed since the last meeting. All feedback received to date continues to be supportive of the directions 
of the Working Group.  
 

2. Each sub-group presented their work to date and any draft recommendations they had, for discussion and 
feedback from the Working Group membership.  
 

 The OHT/Model Coverage Sub-group is responsible to make a recommendation to the North West 
Regional Integrated Care Working Group on what a potential Ontario Health Team (or other local 
integrated models) coverage plan can look like across the North West to aid in local planning efforts.  
 
The Sub-group presented an overview of types of data they have looked at (or plan to look at), a draft 
set of principles used to inform potential coverage models and some examples of what potential 
coverage models could look like.  
 

 The Regional Services Model Sub-group is responsible to make a recommendation for a coordinated 
approach to planning regional highly-specialized services to support local OHT planning (and other 
more culturally appropriate models).  
 
The Sub-group presented a draft working definition for ‘regional specialized services’ along with draft 
recommendations on how to coordinate planning for these services – including leveraging existing 
networks and continuing the Regional Integrated Care Working Group to support services that require 
regional coordination. It was noted that this could be thought of potentially as a ‘regional’ Ontario 
Health Team.  
 
Overall, the Working Group was supportive of the directions of each of the sub-groups. The next step 
will be to share broadly the draft work and recommendations to get feedback from broader 
stakeholders. The Communication and Engagement Sub-group will support the development of a 
package of materials that can be easily shared, including a clear ‘narrative’ on how the 
recommendations have been developed and how they fit together. The Working Group agreed on one 
of the examples for the OHT/Model Coverage Sub-group that should be used as the preliminary 
recommendation for engagement.  
 

3. At the request of the Working Group, the Communications and Engagement sub-group developed a 
proposal for a website where information can be hosted and accessed broadly. The Working Group 
endorsed proceeding with the development of the website – funding is to be determined.  
 
A plan for Indigenous engagement has been developed in consultation with the Working Group and 
Indigenous Engagement advisors from both TBRHSC and SJCG. A list of Indigenous stakeholders has 
been developed and Working Group members will be assigned to lead this engagement. Engagement 
protocols have also been shared to support members.  
 
Working Group members were asked to express their interest in a ‘Digital Health Council’ which is being 
formed to advance Health Information System renewal; being initiated by the North West Region Hospitals, 
but taking a broader system perspective.  
 

4. All sub-groups will begin to meet the week of February 15 to further develop their recommendations. The 
Working Group will meet next in March to review final deliverables and recommendations, as well as to 
discuss feedback from broader stakeholder groups.  

 
Key Messages – February 8, 2021: 



 The ‘North West Regional Integrated Care Working Group’ (Working Group) met on February 8, 2021 to 
discuss the preliminary work and draft recommendations from each of the Sub-groups. 

 Recommendations from the three Sub-groups were supported and will be shared with broader 
stakeholders in February/March for feedback. This includes examples of potential OHT/Integrated 
model options, a draft working definition of ‘regional specialized services’ and a draft approach for 
coordinating regional services.   

 Working Group Members will engage Indigenous communities beginning in February/March.   

 The Working Group will meet in March to review final deliverables, recommendations and feedback from 
broader stakeholder groups.    

  



Summary of January 11, 2021 Meeting:  
 
1. The ‘North West Regional Integrated Care Working Group’ (Working Group) met on January 11. The 

objectives of the meeting were to:  

 Discuss stakeholder feedback  

 Finalize Terms of Reference and sub-groups’ scope of work 

 Approve Communication and Engagement Plan 

 Discuss data and provincial guidance that will inform the Working Group 
deliverables/recommendations 

 
2. Members that were in attendance provided an update on the engagement and communication they have 

completed since the last meeting. All feedback received to date has been positive and supportive of the 
directions of the Working Group.  
 

3. Members approved the Terms of Reference, as well as the deliverables and work plans of the sub-groups 
(1. Communications and Engagement; 2. OHT/Model coverage; and, 3. Regional Services Model). The 
sub-groups will begin to meet the week of January 18 to complete these deliverables.  
 

4. The Communications and Engagement sub-group met on January 4 to develop a draft Communication 
and Engagement plan (attached for reference). The plan will ensure timely and transparent sharing of 
information related to the activities of the Working Group (i.e. key messages, meeting materials, working 
products, etc.) – among Working Group members and with broader system partners. The Working Group 
will ensure information is shared in a way that those who are not part of the Working Group can keep 
informed, ask questions and provide feedback on the work/deliverables.  
 
The draft plan was presented at the Working Group meeting and approved. The sub-group will be 
responsible to implement and evaluate the plan.  
 
A key part of the plan is to develop a website where information can be hosted and accessed broadly – the 
Working Group endorsed this and the sub-group will develop a plan to implement. 
 
Ongoing discussions are underway to build and implement robust engagement mechanisms with key 
stakeholder groups, including Indigenous, Francophone and Primary Care partners.  
 

5. The Working Group reviewed and discussed data and guidance documents that have been provided by 
the Ministry of Health and the Ontario Hospital Association that may support the work of the group 
(specifically, ‘North West Attributed Population Profile’ provided by Ministry of Health; and, ‘A Principled 
Approach to Advancing Specialized Health Services Through Ontario’s Integrated Care Planning’ 
November 2020 produced by the Ontario Hospital Association).  
 
The Working Group agreed that while there are limitations of these guidance documents in terms of scope 
and applicability to the North West, they are a useful starting point from which to build and can be useful in 
supporting the deliverables of the Working Group. These will be reviewed further by the sub-groups as 
they develop recommendations.  
 
The Working Group agreed that it will be important to leverage existing data or work that has been 
completed to date – there is no need to start from scratch. The Working Group also agreed that when it 
comes to data to inform the current scope of work, it will be important to focus on only what will be helpful 
and necessary, and not to get overwhelmed by the large magnitude of data that may be available.  
 

6. All sub-groups will begin to meet the week of January 18 to complete their draft deliverables. The Working 
Group will meet next on February 8 to review draft deliverables and recommendations, as well as to 
discuss feedback from broader stakeholder groups.  

 
Key Messages – January 11, 2021: 

 During the January 11 meeting, the ‘North West Regional Integrated Care Working Group’ (Working 
Group) reviewed and approved the Terms of Reference, as well as the Communication & Engagement 
Plan to support the Working Group.  

 The Communication & Engagement plan ensures timely and transparent sharing of information among 
Working Group members and with broader system partners. Stakeholders will be able to access 
information, ask questions and provide feedback on the work/deliverables via a website to be developed.  



 The Ministry of Health and the Ontario Hospital Association provided data and guidance documents that 
may support the Working Group’s work. While there are limitations in terms of scope and applicability to 
the North West, we will build on the documents to support the deliverables of the Working Group 

 The Working Group will meet February 8 to review draft deliverables and recommendations (as developed 
by the sub-groups), as well as to discuss feedback from broader stakeholder groups.  
  



Summary of December 7, 2020 Meeting:  
 
1. The ‘North West Regional Integrated Care Working Group’ (Working Group) met on December 7. The 

Working Group consists of approximately 30 cross-sectoral and cross-geography system partners.  
 
This was the first meeting of the newly formed Working Group that will meet over the next four months to 
make recommendations on the following: 

 What a local Ontario Health Team (or other more culturally appropriate model of care) coverage model 
may look like across the North West;  

 How we can take a coordinated approach to planning for regional specialized services; and,  

 What regional-level resources/supports may be needed to support this work or proposed model going 
forward.  

 
The Working Group will also play a role in supporting information and knowledge sharing across the 
region, as local Ontario Health Teams (or other models of integrated care) emerge. The Working Group 
will ensure transparency and broad communication and engagement as this work proceeds. The Working 
Group will prepare written key messages after each meeting summarizing their work to be provided to the 
respective organizations and/or existing networks, as well as to broader system partners that may not be 
at the table.  
 

2. The December 7 meeting objectives included:  

 Launch North West Regional Integrated Care Working Group;  

 Finalize Terms of Reference;  

 Confirm approach – including work plan and sub-groups for completion of key deliverables; and,  

 Confirm communication and engagement plan. 
 

3. The Working Group reviewed and discussed the Terms of Reference. Members were asked to provide 
additional feedback by email. These will be finalized and approved at the next meeting.  
 

4. The Working Group discussed and approved a work plan to achieve their deliverables over the next four 
months. The approach includes:  

 Monthly Working Group meetings from January to March.  

 Sub-groups meet in between Working Group meetings to do the more detailed work to develop 
recommendations that can be reviewed by the broader Working Group. Three sub-groups, comprised 
of volunteers from the Working Group and possibly other stakeholders, will advance work in the 
following areas: 1. Communications and Engagement; 2. OHT/Model coverage; and, 3. Regional 
Services Model.  

 Following each Working Group meeting, members will bring key messages and discussions to 
networks and organizations to ensure transparency and gather feedback. They will bring the feedback 
gathered back to the Working Group at each meeting to ensure feedback is considered in 
recommendations.  
 

5. The Working Group will meet next in early January 2021. Prior to the next meeting, sub-groups will be 
formed and will confirm their individual work plans. The Communication and Engagement sub-group will 
meet to develop a draft communication and engagement plan, which will include ways to engage 
Indigenous partners, Primary Care and other key stakeholders.  

 

Key Messages – December 7, 2020:  

 The newly formed 'North West Regional Integrated Care Working Group' met on December 7. The 
Working Group consists of cross-sectoral and cross-geography system partners that will meet over the 
next four months to make recommendations on the following: what a local Ontario Health Team (or other 
more culturally appropriate model of care) coverage model may look like across the North West; how to 
take a coordinated approach to planning for regional specialized services; and, what regional-level 
resources/supports may be needed to support this work or proposed model going forward.  

 The Working Group discussed and approved a work plan to achieve their deliverables over the next four 
months, which includes monthly Working Group meetings and sub-groups that will meet in between 
Working Group meetings to do the more detailed work to develop recommendations. Sub-groups will 
include: 1. Communications and Engagement; 2. OHT/Model coverage; and, 3. Regional Services Model.  



 Following each Working Group meeting, members will bring key messages and discussions to their 
respective networks and organizations to ensure transparency and gather feedback. Members will bring 
the feedback gathered back to the Working Group at each meeting to ensure feedback is considered in 
recommendations.  

 The Working Group will meet next in early January 2021. 
  



Summary of November 9, 2020 Meeting:  

1. The 'North West OHT Self Assessment Working Group' met on November 9, 2020 for their final meeting.  

2. The purpose of the meeting was to: continue information sharing and updates related to confirmed and 
evolving OHTs (i.e. All Nations Health Partners and Rainy River District OHTs); review feedback on Terms 
of Reference for the newly developed ‘Regional Integrated Care Working Group’; and, finalize next steps 
to transition the Working Group.  

3. Brian Ktytor from Ontario Health North attended the meeting and shared the following updates:  

 Effective November 16, Brian Ktytor will be the Interim Regional Lead, Ontario Health (North) and 
CEO, North West and North East LHINs. Given this new role, it is to be determined what his specific 
involvement in the Ontario Health Team planning will be.  

 He confirmed that Ontario Health North will continue to support Ontario Health Team planning and 
ensure alignment with Ministry directions. David Newman, eHealth Lead, will continue to be a resource 
to the group and provide expertise. These connections to Ontario Health North will ensure continued 
alignment and endorsement of the work of the Working Group, and to prevent any potential duplication 
of effort.  

4. In advance of the meeting, members shared the draft Terms of Reference for the ‘Regional Integrated 
Care Working Group’ with respective networks for awareness and endorsement, as well as to confirm 
representatives from each network on the Working Group going forward. Overall there is support and 
eagerness to move forward with this work. The following is a high-level summary of the feedback that was 
received and discussed to date:  

 Specialized services considerations – while there is understanding that some specialized services will 
be in larger centres, need to ensure we do not want to lose sight of those that can be offered in smaller 
communities.   

 Communication and broader engagement – representatives have a responsibility to solicit input from 
and report back to the participating organizations they represent; not just once in a while, but regularly. 
Participating organizations need to have an informed voice at the table, even if they are not at the 
table. 

 Key stakeholders to be engaged – Indigenous stakeholders and physicians must be meaningfully 
involved. A plan will be developed to address these areas specifically.  

 Representation and equity of membership – need to ensure equity of membership, so that some 
individuals do not have more influence than others; and, need to ensure appropriate membership 
across large geography and diversity of members. Reminder that the Working Group is not a decision-
making body; they will make recommendations.  

5. The existing 'North West OHT Self Assessment Working Group' will be officially disbanded after this 
meeting and the new ‘Regional Integrated Care Working Group’ will begin monthly meetings (for a period 
of approximately four months) starting at the beginning of December 2020. Members are asked to 
confirm membership from each network on the Working Group going forward – please send to 
Kaleigh Demeo (demeoka@tbh.net) by November 20. Interested members are also asked to 
volunteer to develop a specific plan to engage broader Indigenous stakeholders – please provide 
your name to Kaleigh Demeo by November 20. 

Key Messages – November 9, 2020:  

 The 'North West OHT Self Assessment Working Group' met on November 9, 2020 to: continue information 
sharing and; review feedback on Terms of Reference for the newly developed ‘Regional Integrated Care 
Working Group’; and, finalize next steps to transition the Working Group. 

 Based on the feedback received from respective networks in advance of the meeting, there is overall 
support and eagerness to move forward with this work. The new Working Group will ensure feedback is 
addressed in their work going forward related to: specialized services, communication and engagement of 
other key stakeholders (Indigenous and Primary Care) and equity of membership.  

 The existing 'North West OHT Self Assessment Working Group' will be officially disbanded after this 
meeting and the new ‘Regional Integrated Care Working Group’ will begin monthly meetings (for a period 
of approximately 4 months) starting at the beginning of December 2020. 

mailto:demeoka@tbh.net


Summary of September 29, 2020 Meeting:  

1. The 'North West OHT Self Assessment Working Group' met on September 29, 2020 after a lengthy pause 
due to the pandemic. The 'North West OHT Self Assessment Working Group' is the original group of 
partners that gathered to support a Northwest Ontario Health Team self assessment submission.  

2. Prior to this meeting, the Working Group last met on March 9, 2020, at which time the following was 
discussed: 

o While the Northwest Ontario Health Team submission was not approved by the Ministry of Health, the 
Working Group agreed that there was benefit to the group continuing to come together to share 
information and support a regional approach to OHT planning.  

o The Working Group endorsed Jessica Logozzo, the new Executive Vice President, Regional 
Transformation and Integration to develop a draft Terms of Reference that would outline what the 
Working Group could/should focus on going forward to support OHT planning across the region. 
Dependent on the agreed scope, the membership of the Working Group would be revisited. 

3. As such, the purpose of the September 29 meeting was to re-start discussions related to OHT planning 
across the North West, including review of a proposed Terms of Reference for the North West Regional 
Integrated Care Working Group (proposed name for the next iteration of the regional Working Group). The 
meeting also included updates related to the All Nations Health Partners OHT and the Rainy River District 
OHT, as well as from Ontario Health North. The key agreements from the meeting included:  

o Agreement on the draft Terms of Reference (purpose, scope and deliverables) for the North West 
Regional Integrated Care Working Group, with minor revisions 

o Agreement to share the draft Terms of Reference with respective networks for awareness and 
endorsement, as well as to confirm representatives from each network on the Working Group going 
forward.  

o Feedback is requested by October 30, and a follow up meeting will be scheduled for the first week of 
November to finalize the Terms of Reference and launch the work.  

4. The proposed North West Regional Integrated Care Working Group is a time-limited (~4 months) group of 
system partners (cross geography, cross sectoral and cross lifespan), that will provide thought and 
recommendations on: how we may take a coordinated approach to planning for regional specialized 
services (regional highly specialized and district-based services); what regional-level resources/supports 
may be needed to support this regional and local work (i.e. Project Management, coordinated 
communication supports, data); and, what potential local OHT/integrated care model coverage may look 
like across the North West, to inform partners' planning efforts. The recommendations of this group are 
intended to inform the more concrete next steps for OHT planning across the region. 

o The Working Group will not limit thinking to OHTs as the only model of integrated care; rather, will 
ensure that all culturally appropriate models of care and system transformation efforts are considered.  

o The Working Group will function based on principles of collaboration, and as such will not have formal 
accountability to any one organization or structure. Each member will have accountability to their 
respective organization and/or existing sectoral of geographic networks that may already exist.  

o The Working Group will also play a role in supporting information and knowledge sharing across the 
region, as local OHTs (or other models of integrated care) emerge. The Working Group will ensure 
transparency and broad communication and engagement as this work proceeds. The Working Group 
will prepare written key messages after each meeting summarizing their work to be provided to the 
respective organizations and/or existing networks, as well as to broader system partners that may not 
be at the table.  

o The Working Group will comprise members to ensure a regional, cross sectoral, cross geography and 
cross life span approach. Each existing member of the 'North West OHT Self Assessment Working 
Group' is asked to bring the draft Terms of Reference to their respective networks for endorsement as 
well as to confirm representatives from each network on the new Working Group going forward. There 
are additional members that we will need to recruit to the Working Group that may not have been 
represented in the original Working Group (two stakeholder groups that have been noted as an 
example include: Indigenous partners and primary care).  

o Once the North West Regional Integrated Care Working Group is endorsed and membership 
confirmed, the 'North West OHT Self Assessment Working Group' will cease. 

 



Key Messages – September 29, 2020:  

 The 'North West OHT Self Assessment Working Group' met on September 29, 2020 after a lengthy pause 
due to the pandemic. The main purpose of the meeting was to re-start discussions related to OHT planning 
across the North West, including review of a proposed Terms of Reference for the North West Regional 
Integrated Care Working Group (proposed name for the next iteration of the regional Working Group).  

 The group endorsed the Terms of Reference for the proposed North West Regional Integrated Care 
Working Group, which will be a time-limited group of system partners (cross geography, cross sectoral and 
cross lifespan), that will provide thought and recommendations on: how we may take a coordinated 
approach to planning for regional specialized services (regional highly specialized and district-based 
services); what regional-level resources/supports may be needed to support this regional and local work 
(i.e. Project Management, coordinated communication supports, data); and, what potential local 
OHT/integrated care model coverage may look like across the North West, to inform partners' planning 
efforts. 

 Members of the Working Group will share the draft Terms of Reference with respective networks for 
awareness and endorsement, as well as to confirm representatives from each network on the Working 
Group going forward. Feedback is requested by October 30, and a follow up meeting will be scheduled for 
the first week of November to finalize the Terms of Reference and launch the work. 


